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"NOTHING    STAYS   WON" 

'»•»,  I  pommel  my  body  and  subdue  it, 
lest  after  preaching  to  others  I  myself 
should  be  disqual if ied0"     (I  Cor.  9°27) 


The  world  is  in  a  bad  way,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  talk 
to  you  today  about  the  world,,    The  church  is  in  a  bad  way, 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  talk  to  you  today  about  the  church*    What 
I  want  to  do  is  raise  some  pointed  questions  with  you  about 
the  current  state  of  your  personal  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ*    If  every  Christian  were  your  kind  of  Christian, 
what  then  I 

I  choose  this  personal  focus ,  in  part,  because  Lent 
is  upon  us  and  self-examination  is  singularly  appropriate  to 
Lento    In  part,  to  check  a  drift  I  sense  that  finds  Christians 
going  on  at  a  great  rate  about  the  churches  faults  and  the 
world's  injustices f  while  strangely  silent  about  their  own 
personal  short-comings c    But  I  choose  this  personal  focus 
primarily  because  the  Scriptures  in  many  places  alert  us  to 
the  danger  of  failing  away  from  the  faith* 


It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  more  sobering  text  than 
these  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul;    "I  pommel  my  body  and 
subdue  it,  lest  after  preaching  to  others  I  myself  should  be 
disqualified."  (I  Cor0  9?27)    "...  lest  having  preached  to 
others  I  myself  should  be  disqual  if  ied*"    It  could  have  hap- 
pened!   The  threat  here  is  not  simply  a  rhetorical  device* 
No  man  is  a  shoo-in  to  make  it,  even  a  man  as  distinguished 
as  St*  Paul* 

He  had  gotten  off  to  a  cracking  start*    It  would  be 
hard  to  imagine  a  more  dramatic  entrance  to  the  Christian 
life  than  his  conversion    Right  at  the  beginning  he  was  in- 
serted into  the  thick  of  itc    He  went  from  place  to  place 
planting  the  banner  of  the  cross,  adjudicating  disputes,  or- 
ganizing churches,  writing,  traveling,  arguing  the  case  for 


Jesus  Christo    Yet,  he  could  say,  following  all  of  this:  "... 
lest  after  preaching  to  others  I  myself  should  be  disqualified." 

If  it  could  have  happened  to  him  it  could  certainly 
happen  to  us  !    In  a  congregation  of  this  size,  in  fact,  it  is 
likely  that  it  has  happened  or  is  happening  now  to  some  of 
us.    These  searchingly  honest  words  of  one  of  history's 
most  influential  sons  rest  on  one  of  life's  first  principles: 
Nothing  Stays  Won. 


First  principle  that  it  is,  it  runs  through  all  of  life. 
Our  finest  productions  must  be  diligently  maintained.    Did 
you  feel  a  twinge  of  sadness  this  week  upon  reading  that  the 
liner  Queen  Elizabeth  was  adrift  at  sea  without  power  between 
Cuba  and  Haiti?    She  suffered  a  boiler  breakdown.    Years 
ago  when  I  sailed  and  watched  that  liner  I  would  think  to  my- 
self that  her  crew  was  needlessly  large.    So  many  men  pol- 
ishing, so  many  men  inspecting,  so  many  men  painting,  so 
many  men  oiling.    It  is  clear  now  that  when  maintenance  is 
neglected  disintegration  follows  close  behind.    Nothing  stays 
won. 

The  jungle  needs  to  be  beaten  back  -  not  once  but 
many  times.    Civil  liberties  are  never  secured  once  and  for 
all  -  they  must  be  contended  for  perpetually.    The  borders 
of  democracy  must  be  constantly  patrolled.    When  Sir 
Winston  Churchill  was  asked  during  World  War  II  what  we 
were  fighting  for,  he  replied:    "Just  stop  fighting,  and  you'll 
soon  find  out." 

Education  does  not  keep.    A  Ph.  D  degree  has  a  de- 
preciable life  of  ten  years.    Nothing  stays  won.    Struggle  is 
built  into  the  very  heart  of  lifec    "...  lest  after  preaching 
to  others  I  myself  should  be  disqualified." 


This  principle  figures  prominently  in  our  experience 
of  Jesus  Christ.    Being  a  Christian  is  a  process  and  not  a 
state.    It  may  begin  with  decision  but  it  is  essentially  a  life. 
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In  the  Christian  life  there  are  no  absolute  victories  or  abso- 
lute defeats*    Being  a  Christian  is  like  riding  a  bicycle  - 
you  either  go  on  or  go  off  I 

Let  me  try  to  bring  this  point  closer  home  by  cloth- 
ing it  in  some  rather  direct  questions 0    First ,  how  current 
are  your  exertions  for  Jesus  Christ?    A  while  ago  I  was 
asked  to  give  a  character  reference  for  a  man  who  was  try- 
ing to  make  a  connection  with  some  Christian  institution0 
Most  of  the  questions  were  routine,    (Some  day  somebody 
will  write  a  paper  on  the  morality  involved  in  responding 
to  such  applications  and  the  whole  business  of  providing  ref- 
erences,,)   The  question  that  made  me  stop  was  this:    "In 
what  ways  has  the  applicant  demonstrated  his  Christian 
discipleship  in  the  last  two  years  ?"    The  past  tense  is  tell- 
tale here  -  formerly,  used  to,  once0    Ifm  afraid  that  the 
ranks  of  Jesus  Christ  are  crowded  with  what  might  be  called 
"scrapbook  Christians ,"    folks  who  move  about  from  place 
to  place  talking  easily  about  what  they  once  used  to  do  or  be0 

How  does  this  come  about?    In  part,  because  it  is 
hard  to  sustain  the  vision  as  the  years  move  on0    We  reach 
the  middle  years  and  begin  to  ask  ourselves:    Haven't  I  been 
pushing  myself  too  hard?    Isn!t  it  time  I  let  up?    Shouidn^t 
I  put  more  distance  between  myself  and  the  front  line? 

A  Methodist  minister  who  had  just  been  made  a  Dis- 
trict Superintendent^  went  over  to  the  bishop  and  said,  "Sir, 
you  may  count  on  me  to  take  care  of  the  young  ministers ," 
But  the  bishop  said,  "Don't  bother  with  the  young  ones,  take 
care  of  the  men  in  the  middle  years* "  The  bishop  knew  that 
there  is  a  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noon-day. 

We  also  tend  to  become  past-tense   Christians  be- 
cause  back  yonder  when  we  tried  to  apply  ourselves  the  re- 
sults were  not  conspicuously  successful,    Whycan*t  we  re- 
member that  a  private  foot  soldier  is  not  always  the  best 
judge  of  how  the  war  is  going. 

It  was  this  very  consideration  that  led  to  the  disillu- 
sionment of  Elijah,:.    He  assumed  when  he  had  finished  with 
the  priests  of  Baal  on  Mount  Carmel  that  this  was  the  ninth 
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inning,  that  he  had  figured  in  the  final  showdown.    He  soon 
discovered  that  Ahab  and  Jezebel  were  still  on  his  trail. 
The  battle  wasn't  over  yet*    In  deep  discouragement  he  sat 
himself  down  and  said:    "Lord,  take  away  my  life;  for  I  am 
no  better  than  my  fathers  ,"    (I  King  19:4b) 

There  is  a  heroism  of  holding  on.    It  may  very  well 
be  that  when  the  history  of  these  decades  is  written  up  we 
will  find  out  that  the  most  heroic  figures  of  all  were  the  ones 
who  were  able  to  maintain  their  groundc    I  was  impressed 
by  the  statement  of  Roger  Heyns,  the  now  retired  Chancellor 
of  The  University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  who  said  last 
November,  reflecting  on  five  stormy  years  at  the  helm  of 
one  of  our  greatest  universities:    "I  guess  our  main  accom- 
plishment was  that  we  stayed  open,  that  we  kept  giving  edu- 
cation, that  people  continued  to  graduate  with  good  degrees.  "1 
How  current  are  your  exertions  for  Jesus  Christ  ? 

"Since  by  its  fruit  a  tree  is  judged, 
Show  me  thy  fruit,  the  latest  act  of  thine ! 
For  in  the  last  is  summed  the  first,  and  all,  - 
What  thy  life  last  put  heart  and  soul  into, 
There  shall  I  taste  thy  product," 

Nothing  stays  won,    ", . .  lest  having  preached  to  others  I 
myself  should  be  disqualified," 

Another  question:    Where  does  Christ  rank  in  your 
loyalties  ?    Each  of  us  has  many  loyalties.    Loyalty  to  fami- 
ly, to  region,  to  nation,  to  vocation,  to  party,  to  in-groupc 
In  a  very  gradual  way  as  life  has  moved  on  for  us  we  have 
re-arranged  these  loyalties  in  the  interest  of  getting  ahead 
in  the  worldt    Life  might  very  well  come  up  to  many  of  us 
and  say*    "You've  come  a  long  way*  baby !"   You've  come  a 
long  way  from  that  church  of  your  childhood  years  where  you 
made  sincere  and  total  commitment  to  the  primacy  of  Christ, 
You're  fitting   in,    you're  grooving,  you  feel  yourself  a  part 
of  this  twentieth  century's  pulsating  scene.    You've  come  a 
long  way,  but  have  you  made  it  on  the  strength  of  compro- 
mised fidelity  to  the  one  whom  you  call  Lord? 

To  come  at  it  differently,  is  your  alliance  with  Christ 
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the  alliance  that  informs  and  determines  ail  of  your  other 
alliances  ?    Are  you  a  democrat  who  happens  to  be  a  Chris - 
tianj  or  a  Christian  who  happens  to  be  a  democrat?    Are 
you  a  teacher  who  happens  to  be  a  Christian,,  or  a  Christian 
who  happens  to  be  a  teacher  ?    Are  you  a  homeowner  who 
happens  to  be  a  Christian,  or  a  Christian  who  happens  to  be 
a  homeowner?     Are  you  a  black  power  advocate  who  hap- 
pens to  be  a  Christian^  or  a  Christian  who  happens  to  be  a 
black  power  advocate  ? 

John  MacQuarrie  was  right  when  he  said:    "Every 
cultural  mood  sharpens  our  perception  of  some  matters, 
but  it  seems  to  do  so  only  by  dulling  our  awareness  of  others, 

2 
There  are  questions  that  might  help  us  see  what  our  priori- 
ties really  are0    Those  of  us  who  are  conservatively  inclined 
might  ask  ourselves: 

10    Is  my  loyalty  to  law  and  order  a  device  to 
maintain  personal  privilege? 

2c    Is  my  commitment  to  old  ways  at  bottom 
a  fear  of  the  new  ? 

30    Is  my  displeasure  with  non-violent  protest 
and  reform  movements  a  sign  that  I  am 
really  prejudiced  against  minority  groups  ? 

Those  of  us  who  think  of  ourselves  as  liberal  might 
ask: 

lo  Is  my  inability  to  tolerate  the  trans cendent 
in  religion  not  progress  but  a  loss  of  faith? 

2*  Is  my  zeal  for  the  under-dog  based  on  love 
for  God  and  man  or  could  it  rest  in  part  on 
class  hatred? 

3e    Does  my  moral  elasticity  on  sexP  drugs  and 
crime  result  from  a  searching  of  the  mind  of 
Christ  or  a  tendency  to  naively  believe  that 
anything  new  is  better  than  anything  old? 
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At  some  point  along  the  way  most  ail  of  us  who  name 
the  Master's  name  were  sure  that  we  would  seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness.    But  nothing  stays 
won.    We  must  struggle  to  maintain  His  primacy  over  us. 
"...  lest  having  preached  to  others  I  myself  should  be  dis- 
qualified." 

Finally,  this  question:    How  often  is  His  name  on 
your  lips  ?    If  He  is  first  in  our  hearts  will  he  not  be  fre- 
quently on  our  tongues  ?    It  is  well  established  that  one  of 
the  basic  ways  in  which  the  communists  were  able  to  take 
over  China  was  through  the  tactic  of  "gossiping  communism. 
They  had  a  core  of  believers  infiltrate  the  bazaars  and  mar- 
ket places  saying,  "Have  you  seen  what  has  happened  here? 
Or    "there?    Do  you  know  why  it  happened?    It  happened  be- 
cause of  communism."    They  went  everywhere  gossiping 
their  faitho 

Does  this  sound  too  simple  for  those  of  us  who  have 
outgrown  the  concept  of  personal  witness  ?    I  believe  that 
personal  witnessing  will  make  a  strong  comeback  in  the 
Christian  church  soonc    In  a  day  when  institutions  try  to  per- 
suade by  massive,  impersonal  public  relations  schemes, 
the  word  of  one  man  to  another  counts  for  more  and  more* 
If  you  tell  me  after  the  service  that  you  know  of  a  clothier 
in  New  York  who  sells  good  merchandise  at  a  fair  price  and 
services  what  he  sells,  you  can  counteract  for  me  a  full- 
page  ad  by  another  clothier  in  today's  New  York  Times . 

This  is  one  of  the  results  of  the  various  credibility 
gaps*    It  is  hard  to  believe  when  government  speaks  these 
days.    Hard  to  believe  when  industry  s peaks .    But  if  some 
man  can  tell  me  face  to  face,  not  intrusively  or  offensively, 
what  God  means  to  him  his  word  has  the  potential  of  a  start- 
ling impact  1    Where  you  work,  where  you  live,  do  they  know 
you  are  His  ?    Shouldn't  they  ? 

To  put  it  very  bluntly,  it's  about  time  some  of  us  be- 
come concerned  about  making  Christians.    Or,  better  still, 
of  allowing  God  to  make  Christians  through  ust     Many  who 
have  been  quick  to  make  social  proclamations  assume  that 
there  are  Christian  people  in  the  country  who  will  rise  up 
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and  answer  "yes* "    But  what  if  that  presumption  about  the 
quantity  of  Christians  is  exaggerated? 

William  Temple  was  not  far  off  the  mark  when  he 
said:    "I  believe  the  profoundest  discussion  of  political  phi- 
losophy extant  is  that  in  which  Plato  maintains  that  a  politi- 
cal constitution  or  a  social  organization  is  inevitably  the 
reproduction  on  a  large  scale  of  the  value- judgments  of  the 
average  citizen*, "  3^ 

A  well-known  Protestant  leader  recently  came  out 
with  a  book  of  sermons  that  has  the  ring  of  a  blazing  social 
passion  throughout.,    One  review  of  the  book  was  prepared 
by  a  calm  Britisher  three  thousand  miles  away  who  paid 
tribute  to  the  volume's  compassion  but  went  on  to  says 
"While  the  individual  and  the  church  must  be  urged  to  stand 
against  all  injustice  and  for  universal  iove9  the  author 
should  say  more  about  the  motive  and  the  power  both  to  will 
and  to  do  the  Christ-like  thing*    Or  does  the  author  expect 
to  make  people  loving  by  exhortation?"    Nothing  stays  won. 
"o . ,  lest  after  preaching  to  others  I  myself  should  be  dis- 
qualified,," 

This  has  been  a  plea  for  perseverance    What  our 
fathers  used  to  call  the  "perseverance  of  the  saints0"  Those 
who  are  at  home  in  theology  are  aware  that  for  years  a 
fierce  debate  once  raged  between  Arminians  and  Calvinists 
as  to  whether  anybody  can  really  fall  from  grace*    Ifd  like 
to  believe  that  the  arms  of  God  are  so  wide  and  strongs  and 
his  patience  so  enduring  that  none  can  ultimately  fall  from 
his  hands •    I  do  not  knowD    John  Calvin  in  commenting  on 
our  text  suggests  that  Paul  had  in  mind  man's  disquaiifica- 
tion§  not  God8s,    Men  wouldn't  listen  to  an  apostle  whose 
faith  was  unsupported  by  his  iifec    I  would  hope  that  this  is 
the  case0 

Even  so s  the  danger  is  serious  enough*    It  was  with 
obvious  sorrow  that  Paul  said:    "Demas  hath  forsaken  me0" 
(II  Tim  4s  10)   It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  Judas  who  walked 
with  the  twelve  and  with  the  Master  defected.    It  is  a  matter 


of  record  that  even  Jesus  said:    "If  the  salt  hath  lost  its 
savor  it  is  fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  trodden  under-foot  of 
men."  (Mat.  5:13b) 

Nothing  stays  won.    But  nothing  need  stay  lost.    Re- 
call that  it  was  Christ  who  sought  out  Peter,  following  his 
base  denial,  and  asked:    "Simon,   son  of  John,  lovest  thou 
me?"    Peter,  warming  to  the  opportunity,  said:    "Yea,  Lord; 
thou  knowest  that  I  love  theec"    Jesus  replied,  "Feed  my 
sheep*"    (John  21:15)    He  was  back  in  business  again! 


CLOSING  PRAYER 

Forbid  it,  Lord,  that  we  should  be  at 

ease  in  Zion; 

lukewarm  in  our  affection; 

sluggish  in  faith; 

slow  to  obey; 

seldom  at  prayer* 
May  our  loyalty  to  Thee 

be  as  current  as  Thy  faithfulness 

to  us. 

Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Amen. 
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